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I’m interested in 

- Denial of care

- Conditioned care

Especially concerning 
challenging behaviour

The ethical choice



Plato describes a discussion 
between Socrates and Adeimantos 

- Socrates believed that nobody does 

wrong on purpose. We all do right if 
we can 
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Plato describes a discussion 
between Socrates and Adeimantos 

- Socrates believed that nobody does 

wrong on purpose. We all do right if 
we can 


- Adeimantos beloved that we act 
egoistic by nature. We only act 
socially acceptable when we gain 
from it
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Plato describes that 
both believe that this 
only applies to adults

Children are savages 
that must be tamed 
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Aristotle thought that children 
are immature adults who need 
nurturing and support in order to 
grow into good adults 
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Aristotle thought that children 
are immature adults who need 
nurturing and support in order to 
grow into good adults 

He compares children to plants: 
Mostly water and nutrition is 
enough
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Aristotle thought that children 
are immature adults who need 
nurturing and support in order to 
grow into good adults 

He compares children to plants: 
Mostly water and nutrition is 
enough

But some plants need support in 
order to grow strong
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They placed the debaters in 
two camps
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They placed the debaters in 
two camps

- Those who aim at obedience 

through taming
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They placed the debaters in 
two camps

- Those who aim at obedience 

through taming

- Those who aim at autonomy 

through support
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It comes down to beliefs

- Do we believe that the person is 

doing it on purpose and needs 
taming?


- Or is doing his or her best and needs 
support?
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Michael Tomasello decribes 
humans as the cooperating 
animal 
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Cooperation makes us survive

World’s oldest debate on care ethics

  - 2016



Michael Tomasello decribes 
humans as the cooperating 
animal 

Cooperation makes us survive

One factor is morality

World’s oldest debate on care ethics

  - 2016



Michael Tomasello decribes 
humans as the cooperating 
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Michael Tomasello decribes 
humans as the cooperating 
animal 

Cooperation makes us survive

One factor is morality)

- We take care of the weak (ethics)

- We make sure all members of the 

group behave (moralising)
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Grounded theory

10 expert interviews

Research question: What is the 
process of moving from 
Adeimantos to Socrates?

Study



Themes

- Responsibility belief

- Couriosity

- Empathy

- Sympathy

- Acceptance

- Flexibility

- Adaptation 

Study



If we believe that the person is weak or vulnerable
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We think that the  
person is doing his  

or her best

If we believe that the person is weak or vulnerable
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We think that the  
person is doing his  

or her best We take on  
responsibility

If we believe that the person is weak or vulnerable
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We think that the  
person is doing his  

or her best We take on  
responsibility

We try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

If we believe that the person is weak or vulnerable
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We think that the  
person is doing his  

or her best We take on  
responsibility

We try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We apply  
empathy

Warmth increase

If we believe that the person is weak or vulnerable
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We think that the  
person is doing his  

or her best We take on  
responsibility

We try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We apply  
empathy

Warmth increaseOur flexibility and  
acceptance increase 

If we believe that the person is weak or vulnerable
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We think that the  
person is doing his  

or her best We take on  
responsibility

We try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We apply  
empathy

Warmth increaseOur flexibility and  
acceptance increase 

We adapt  
more

If we believe that the person is weak or vulnerable
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We think that the  
person is doing his  

or her best We take on  
responsibility

We try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We apply  
empathy

Warmth increaseOur flexibility and  
acceptance increase 

We adapt  
more

Stress and expressed  
emotion decreases

If we believe that the person is weak or vulnerable
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We think that the  
person is doing his  

or her best We take on  
responsibility

We try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We apply  
empathy

Warmth increaseOur flexibility and  
acceptance increase 

We adapt  
more

Behaviour decreases

Stress and expressed  
emotion decreases

If we believe that the person is weak or vulnerable
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We think that the  
person is doing his  

or her best We take on  
responsibility

We try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We apply  
empathy

Warmth increaseOur flexibility and  
acceptance increase 

We adapt  
more

Behaviour decreases

Stress and expressed  
emotion decreases

If we believe that the person is weak or vulnerable
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Unconditioned care







If we believe that the person is our equal
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We think that the  
person is doing it on purpose  

If we believe that the person is our equal
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We think that the  
person is doing it on purpose  

The person is seen as responsible

If we believe that the person is our equal
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We think that the  
person is doing it on purpose  
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We do not try to figure  
out the cause of  
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We think that the  
person is doing it on purpose  

The person is seen as responsible

We do not try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We do not apply  
empathy

Warmth decrease

If we believe that the person is our equal
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We think that the  
person is doing it on purpose  

The person is seen as responsible

We do not try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We do not apply  
empathy

Warmth decreaseOur flexibility and  
acceptance decrease 
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We think that the  
person is doing it on purpose  

The person is seen as responsible

We do not try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We do not apply  
empathy

Warmth decreaseOur flexibility and  
acceptance decrease 

We adapt  
less

If we believe that the person is our equal
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We think that the  
person is doing it on purpose  

The person is seen as responsible

We do not try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We do not apply  
empathy

Warmth decreaseOur flexibility and  
acceptance decrease 

We adapt  
less

Stress and expressed  
emotion increases

If we believe that the person is our equal
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We think that the  
person is doing it on purpose  

The person is seen as responsible

We do not try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We do not apply  
empathy

Warmth decreaseOur flexibility and  
acceptance decrease 

We adapt  
less

Behaviour increases

Stress and expressed  
emotion increases

If we believe that the person is our equal
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We think that the  
person is doing it on purpose  

The person is seen as responsible

We do not try to figure  
out the cause of  

the behaviour

We do not apply  
empathy

Warmth decreaseOur flexibility and  
acceptance decrease 

We adapt  
less

Behaviour increases

Stress and expressed  
emotion increases

If we believe that the person is our equal
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Denial of care


Conditioned care
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